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Several Symtoms of the Degeneracy, and Apoſtacy of 
— this once famous City, are mentioned; 


AND 


Means 8 out, whereby, through the Divine iel 14 
ſing, its ruin may be lat 
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Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation; but ſin is a reproach to any people, Prov. 
XIV. 34. 

The LORD ſaith, Them that honour me 1 will honour, and they that de. 
JSpiſe me ſhall be lightly eflcemed, 1, Sam. ii. 30. 

Becauſe ſentence 2 —— is not executed ſpeedily ; therefore the 
heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet in them to do evil, Eccl. viii. 11. 


But he that doth wrong ſhall receive for the wrong that he hath done: and 
there is no re pet ft perſons, Col. iii. 25. 
The LORD truth the righteous ; but the wicked, and him that 1 vio- 
tence, his foul hateth. Upon the wicked he ſhall rain ſnares, fire and brim 
Stone, and an horrible tempe * ſhall be the portion of their cup. - For Þ} 
the righteous LORD loveth righteouſneſs ; his countenance doth hold 1 1 
uprig t, Pal. xi. 5 6, 7. 8 
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0 Fs lately, 1 took a turn through the Ramſhorn 


ground, and obſerved the various buildings now going on 
there; and beirig pretty wearied, returned home, threw myſelf 
down in my eaſy chair and took a nap.— The idea of the improve- 
ments of Glaſgow, had made ſuch an impreſſion upon my mind, 
that I fell a dreaming about them; and ſaw in my, ſleep, a decent 
old man, who aſked me ſeyeral queſtions concerning the buildings 
now going on here: I gave him all the information I could, with 
which he ſeemed to be ſatisfied, and very politely thanked me.— 
On alittle farther converſation with him, I found he was a ſtrang- 
er here, and aſked him how long it might be ſince he was in Glaſ- 
gow laſt? 7 „ gl 

Stranger. It is about fifty years ago: I had heard ſo much 
of the improvements here, that I wanted once more to ſee 
this famous City before I leave this world, which I imagine 
cannot be very diſtant; and whenever divine providence ſees 
meet, I have no objection to bid this world adieu. 

Citizen. Lou will unduubtedly be at a loſs Sir, to know many 
new houſes, and even ſtreets here; if agreeable to you, I will ac- 
company you through the town, — 

Stran. I ſhall be much obliged to you for your trouble. 
Pray are all the Meeting-houſes in our view eſtabliſhed Kirks ? 
Cit. No Sir, only one of them, the reſt are the Burghers Meet- 
ing houſe, the Chapel of Eaſe, the Highland Chapel, &c. - 

Stran. What a pity is it that the people of Scotland are fo di- 

ided in their opinions at preſent ; however, it is impoſſible in 
this imperfect ſtate to be of one mind, and a Seceſſion from the 
ſtabliſhed. Church is abſolutely neceſſary, in many ' pariſhes in 
Scotland, where the blind lead the blind. —Pray what is the name 
of this ſtreet? | ; 

Cit. This Sir, is Miller's-ſtreet, and oppolite to it is Dunlop- 
reet, of which we ſhall take a look if you pleaſe. 

Stran. Miller's-ſtreet is very handſome ; but Dunlop-ſtreet 
s not finiſhed yet. On my left hand I ſee a houſe which I ſhould 
ake for a place of worſhip, were it not without windows. 

Cit. Such as frequent this houſe have no defire after light, ſee- 
ng they are employed in the works of darkneſs, | 


(473 
Strang. Pray what do you mean by that? he re: 
Cit, You muſt know Sir, that this is our Play-houſe. al? I 
Stran. O yes! where Satan's buffoons beguile ſimple peopleÞeſlion 

out of their time and money, with © filthineſs and fooliſh talking, heir c 
and jeſting, which are not convenient.” But I hope it is very illfracanc 
attended? I remember to have heard, that the firſt Play-houſeſl Cit. 
in Glaſgow was a wooden one, at the head of the Town; andplace, 
Mr. Whitfield being preaching in the High Kirk yard, lamentedſſwho w 
the growth of impiety and immorality here, and among otherſſters ag 
ſigns of theſe pointed at the Devil's Play-houſe, and called out Peſſion 
to his audience, Down with it, down with it.“ Which had theſhot cor 
deſired effect, the greater part of his congregation ſet off, fell tofþlic wc 
work, and in a few minutes levelled it with the ground! And Ifor? f. 
think I heard that a Play-houſe here was burnt to the groundſſn idlen 
ſometime ago; was that the caſe? _ | ies of 

Cit. Yes Sir, it was; and it was generally thought that thisvere cl 
was done intentionally ; however it afforded no ſmall diverſionfhe caſe 
to the beholders at an early hour, for none would move a kandſears a; 
or foot to ſave it; and it gave univerſal pleaſure to well - diſpoſedſ Stra- 
people here to ſee it in ruins; and they entertained hopes that itþeople 
would never be rebuilt : but to ſuch a pitch of depravity are weſf am ex 
arrived, that you ſee another reared up! although moſt detrimen-Fooliſh 
tal to the youth in this City of both ſexes, where they hear curſ-Fivine 2 
ing and 2 * and profane talking. pe the 
Stran. Your Miniſters, I am perſuaded will bear ample teſti.he wee 
mony againſt this ſchool for vice, and frequently warn their hear-Jime ; b 
ers againſt it. | rates f 
Cit, On the erection of a Play-houſe, our clergy were faith - he peo 
ful in declaring againſt it ; but ſince its eſtabliſhment by authority, heir ov 
they ſeldom or never mention it. 1 y pay! 
Stran. What a pity is it that vice ſhould be countenanced in a-ſpiſter th 
ny reſpect, by thoſe in power? however, that by no means leſ-ſfirk. 
ſens the evil of it; nor the obligation of all lovers of virtue ta Cie. 1 
Hold it in moſt ſovereign contempt, and io witneſs againſt it. Prayſfet read 


n ſeve 


what Kirk is this, which J ſee at the foot of this ſtreet? Im war 
Cit. That is St. Enoch's kirk Sir, which was lately built, and Stran 
makes the eight pariſh kirk here. * the V 


Stran. I am ſurpriſed how your kirks contain the inhabitants Cit. I 
who muſt be greatly increaſed ſince I was here laſt, and you havqay bein 
had few new kirks erected; they muſt undoubtedly be muchind to- 
crowded. | Pouſe, n 
Ci. No Sir, ſo far from that being the caſe, when the ſeatY Stran. 
were ſet in May laſt, there were no fewer than ſeats for 1470 ſituch we 
ters advertiſed in our Newſpapers, being unſet! g alon, 

Stran. That aſtoniſhes me exceedingly. I have formerly been 


8 
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n ſeveral of your kirks, and found them well filled; what can be 
he reaſon of their * deſerted now? is this the caſe in gene- 
al? I preſume your Magiſtrates and Council, with the general 
le Peſſion, will be at all pains to ſatisfy the people, and give them 
>. heir choice of the beſt miniſters they can find, to ſupply your 
ln acancies- | | | . 
ſel Cit. Since you were here laſt Sir, many diviſions have taken 
idÞþlace, and new places of worſhip have been erected, by people 
diho would not ſubmit to the Magiſtrates in thruſting in Mini- 
erſſters againſt their will, for no regard is now paid to the general 
ut Beſſion in chooſing a Miniſter ; notwithſtanding, our kirks could 
1ehot contain one half of the inhabitants, were they. to attend pu- 
toplic worſhip; but a great many, of what are termed our better 
IF of folks, attend no place of worſhip! but ſpend the Sabbath 
dn idleneſs, buſineſs, or diverſion, in going to the country in par- 
ies of pleaſure, &. Some of our kirks are ſtill throng, and 
is rere the people to have their choice of Miniſters, this would be 
he caſe in general; we had a popular election of a Miniſter ſome 
ears ago, and every inch of that kirk ſer. 

Stran. That accurſed law of Patronage has well nigh ruined the 
itÞþeople of Scotland, both in their temporal and ſpiritual intereſts. 
am exceeding ſorry to hear that your people in high life are ſo 
n-Fooliſh as turn their backs on divine ordinances, and trample on 
- Hivine authority; their lifting up ſeeme to be that their fall may 

ze the greater. When I was here laſt the Magiſtrates attended 
U- he week days ſermons, and the ſhops were al] ſhut during that 
r-Jime ; but I am afraid that is not the caſe now. If your Magi- 

rates ſhould at any time bring in a Miniſter againſt the will of 
h- he people, I think it would be but juſt ro oblige them, out of 
heir own pockets, to make up the deficiency of the ſeat rents, 

y paying for all the ſeats that may be unſet; or, that the Mi- 
. ng ſhould be paid his ſtipend, according as the ſeats ſet in his 
Kirk. | 
toll Cit. No Sir, that is not the caſe; but in the kirks where ſeats 
ayſſet readily, the rents of late have been doubled, to make up the 

m wanted for the Miniſters ſtipends. 
nd Stran. Aſtoniſning! that the community ſhould ſuffer for a fault 

*the Magiſtrates and Council ! | | 
ts Cit. I preſame Sir you are wearied with your journey, and the 
veſſay being ſpent, would you be ſo good as lodge with me to-night, 
chgnd to-morrow being Sabbath, you can ſpend the day at my 

ouſe, more comfortably than in a tavern ? on | 
atY S!ran. You are too kind Sir; but your arguments have ſo 
ſitpuch weight in them, that I muſt do myſelf the pleaſure of go 

g along with you. i | 


e 


(+6: ) | 
Cit. I am afraid Sir, you will find the noiſe on the ftreet rather 
diſagreeable, although it gives people in town little trouble. 
Stran. I muſt put up with that, ſeeing it cannot be helped; 
but J hear ſome worthleſs perſons curſing and ſwearing | I am 
| ſurpriſed they are not afraid of being heard. | 
Cit. Why ſo Sir? | 
|. Stran. Why, leſt they ſhould be fined or impriſoned ; this was 
the caſe with ſwearers when I was here laſt; is it not ſo now? 
Cit. No Sir, that good cuſtom was dropt many years ago, and 
every one has liberty to ſwear at pleaſure, withont any trouble 
from a Magiſtrate ! | 
i Stran. Your Magiſtrates are not to blame in this reſpect, ex- 
| cept when they hear any perſon ſwearing, then they ſhould cer- 
tainly puniſh them; but you and I are guilty, if we ſuffer any 
| perſon to ſwear in our hearing, without uſing means to bring 
| them to puniſhment. | BEE 
| Cit. I am afraid Sir, that would be a troubleſome and litigious 
| 
| 


affair. 

Stran. Quite the contrary; by the act of Parliament George 
II. 1745. entitled An A& more effectually to prevent profane curſ- 
ing and ſwearing. This act ordains, That every profane curſ- 
© er or ſwearer, pay as follows, viz. every common man one 
© fhilling ; every other perſon under the degree of a gentleman 
© two ſhillings ; and every perſon of or above the degree of a 
« gentleman five ſhillings : and ſo much more for every time the 
< offence is committed. Conſtables. are appointed to ſeize ſuch it 
© unknown, and bring them before the next Juſtice of Peace or 
c Magiſtrate, who is to convict them on the officer's oath ; and 
© if they are known, he is to make information againſt them, and a 


x 


© the Juſtice of Peace or Magiſtrate is, upon information, to or- 

der the party to appear, and five him as above, which muſt he f 

immediately paid down, or ſecurity given; or, if the offender 

< be infolvent, he muſt be committed for ten days to the Correc- b 

© tion Houle, except common ſoldiers and ſailors, who, not pay- Is 

© 10g, are to be kept in the ſtocks. Juſtices and Magiſtrates, not h 
| < doing their duty, are to forfeit 51. and conſtables, not doing ſi 
| < their duty, are to forfeit 21. All which penalties are to be gi- A 
0 © ven to the poor of the pariſh within which the offender lives. b 
þ < Offenders muſt alſo pay the expence of ſuit, or be committed tl! 
| © to the Correction Houſe for ſix days extraordinary: but this 
I; © offence mult be proſecuted within eight days after committing ac 
[ thereof.“ ET | | A 
| Cit. If that ſalutary Act were put in execution, we might ſoon U 
ſee a great reformation here. | b⸗ 
4 \ Stran, But pray what is the meaning of this noiſe in the back 
% 


ST}: 


cloſs to-night? It is time for people to be going to bed, eſpecially 
on a Saturday night, that they may not encroach on the Sabbath, 
and may be prepared by reſt for a due attendance on the duties 
required on that day. | > 
Cit, Very true Sir: but quite the contrary is the caſe here: 
Saturday night being the moſt debauched night in the week ; and 
people are later up on it, than any other night !_ 
Stran. Pray what is that owing to?? | 
Cit. On Saturday Sir, our tradeſmen are commonly paid their 
wages, and many ſpend the evening in the ale-houſe, get drunk, 
and meeting with black-guard fellows in town, who frequent 
houſes of bad fame, make diſturbance. 
Stran, But I hear womens voices, calling out murder, what 
can that mean? 1 | 
Cit, We happen to be very ill ſituated here Sir, having a 
houſe of bad fame in our cloſs; and thoſe who frequent it, have 
an outcaſt among themſelves juſt now. | | 
Stran. And do your Magiſtrates take no account of ſuch peſts 
to ſociety ? : 
Cit. When any of the inhabitants complain to them of a houſe 
of this nature, they order it to be watched, and the females who 
haunt it are apprehended, and ſent to the Correction-houſe, 


« 


where they are confined for ſome weeks, and then let out again, 


more hardened in wickedneſs than before, by their having been 


ſnut up with their accomplices in vice. | 


Stran, Could no method be fallen upon to extirpate ſuch bad 
kouſes entirely ? | = 

Cit. Yes Sir, were our Magiſtrates to advertiſe in our Newſ- 
papers, that upon complaint from any of the ſober inhabitants, 
againſt the keepers of ſuch houſes, they would be examined be- 
fore them, and if found guilty, drummed out of the town, with 
certification, if they ever returned here, their furniture would 


be ſeized, rouped, and applied to charitable uſes, and themſelves 


impriſoned, and whipt out of town. Alſo landlords, who ſet 
houſes to people of this deſcription, knowing them to be ſuch, 
ſhould be fined of a year's rent, to be applied to charitable uſes. 
And the names of men and women, who haunt ſuch houſes, ſhould 
be publiſhed in our Newſpapers, that the public mighr be on 


their guard againſt them. 


Stran. If ſuch regulations as theſe were adopted and ſtrictly 


' adhered to, you would undoubtedly find a change to the better. 


And I am ſurpriſed ſome efſectual method has not been fallen 
upon, to get rid of ſuch vermine. Pray what do theſe diſtur- 
bances end in? 5 | 

Cit. Thele abandoned creatures, who attend the houſes of bad 
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fame, are idle through the day, and having no viſible way of ſub- 
ſiſtance, they mult either ſteal or ſtarve ; therefore they go a- 
bout in the night, and break into houſes and ſhops, and carry off 
every thing they can lay their hands on. | | 
Stran. Have you no guard at night to apprehend ſuch 
wretches ? 1 
Cit, We have a guard of military; but their ſlation is at the 


Guard- houſe, and except when changing centinals, they are ne- 


ver on the ſtreets, conſequently thieves and robbers are not a- 
fraid of them. „ . 
Stran. I am ſurpriſed that ſuch a place as this, has not a City- 


Guard of the inhabitants, ſuppoſe thirty each night by rotation, 


which would not be above twice in the year to each inhabitant fit 


to mount Guard; theſe might patrole the ſtreets, and keep all 


. 
þ Cit. In England, the great towns are divided into wards, and 
a Conſtable appointed to each ward; if Glaſgow were thus divid- 
ed, and twenty reſpectable citizens appointed to overſee the ſe- 
vera] ſireets and lanes, by day and night, with power from the 
Magiſtrates to call the citizens to afliſt them in apprehending and 
committing to priſon, all diſorderly perſons, till tried by a Ma- 
giſtrate, it might be attended with the beſt conſequences ; and 
we might ſoon ſee an alteration to the better. | 
Stran. I am ſurpriſed that ſelf-preſervation, both of perſons 
and property, does not prompt people to ſuch regulations as 
theſe ; which would be attended with ſo little trouble, and might 
contribute ſo much to the peace and ſecurity of the ſober inha - 


bitants. 


Cit, You cannot conceive Sir, what difficulty there is in per- 
ſuading people here to do any thing, that would either be attend- 


ed with trouble or expences, however trifling ; and if people can 


ſhift or themſelves, the generality are quite indifferent about 
their fellow creatures! 

Stran. I muſt bid you a good night Sir. 

Cit. Farewell Sir, I wiſh you good reſt. 


SABBATH MORNING. 


Cit. How do you do this morning Sir? ry; 
Straxn. Pretty well I thank you. When I was here formerly, 
I heard the praiſes of God ſinging in the mornings and evenings 


in every corner of this City. I think I have heard none of this, 


ſince I came here juſt now; to what can this be owing? 
Cit. Why Sir, it is owing to our depravity. One in high life 


here, who would keep family worſhip, would be laughed at, a- 


mong his unthinking neighbours and acquaintances. 


. 
1 
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Stran, That man who has the approbation of God and his own 
conſcience, may make very light of the cenſure or ſneer of blind. 
ed fools; and may look down upon ſuch, however exalted among 
men, with the utmoſt pity and commiſeration. It is a ſtrange de- 
gree of depravity indeed for any to go the length of deſpiſing a 
tellow creature for anſwering the end of his creation. Pray what 
muſic is that which I hear? "I 

Cit. This is the Military changing guard. 

Stran. And cannot that be done on Sabbath, without playing 


their fifes? 


Cit, Undoubtedly it could ; but ſome regiments have gone 
much farther than this, and have played along the ſtreets, for a 
conſiderable time at the Guard-houſe, and in the Green, with a 
band of muſic! and ſome officers have been ſo audaciouſly wicked, 
that they have refuſed to give this over, at the deſire of our Ma- 
giſtrates, till an order was attained from the Commander in chief 
in Scotland, for that purpoſe! 

Stran. It is aſtoniſhing, that men of any profeſſion, in a land 
of light, ſhould be ſo wretchedly ignorant of the divine law, which 
is eternally binding on all the human race; and to pleaſe their 
own corrupt humours ſhould make themſelves obnoxious to di- 
vine indignation. But pray what are theſe barbers running about 
on the ſtreet for? | | | 


Cit, Theſe are journeymen barbers Sir, who have a throng 


day of it on Sabhath, in dreſſing young thoughtleſs giddy people. 


Stran. It is aſtoniſhing that the Magiſtrates allow them to con- 


tinue ſuch an abominable practice; they ſhould certainly fine their 

maſters for it, and oblige them to give it over. | 1 
Cit. The maſter barbers are innocent in this matter Sir, and 

have offered once and again to join with the Magiſtrates, in ſup- 


preſſing this cuſtom entirely; but have not yet ſucceeded! 


Stran, I preſume it will be time to go to the kirk, I hear the 


bells ringing. | | 
Cit. Yes Sir, ſome of our bells are ringing, and others will 
be an hour later. | Je: | 
Stran. Pray what is the reaſon, that your kirks do not all meet 
2 _ {ame hour? certainly that was the caſe when I was here 
aſt, | | 
Cit. You are right Sir, they did ; but this change is owing to 
our depravity :—In ſeveral of our kirks they have but one diſ- 
courſe in the forenoon it is ſaid, for I was never a witneſs to it, 
nor never ſhall, while I can get two diſcourſes in any of our kirks 
at that time. | | 
 Stran, Pray what is the meaning of that crowd, this is not a 
place of worſhip ſure ? | 


610) 


Cit. No Sir, but it is more regularly attended this day than any 
kirk in town ; this is our Po- Office. : _—_— 
Stran. Certain I am there was no poſt came in here on Sab. 
bath, when I was formerly here ; I am aſtoniſhed at your falling 
off from your wonted good ſenſe, and piety ! are letters given 


out of your office on Sabbath? 
Cit. Yes Sir, openly in the face of the ſun, and that in the 


time of public worſhip, a cuſtom which would not be allowed in 
a Popiſh country, on a holy day ! 8 

Stran. This is acting diametrically oppoſite to his Majeſty's late 
proclamation, wherein he requires and commands all his loving 
© ſubjefts, of what degree or quality ſoever, decently and re- 
© verently to attend the worſhip of God, on every Lord's day, 

on pain of his higheſt diſpleaſure, and of being proceeded againſt 

with the utmoſt rigour that may be by law.“ And I am aſtoniſh- 
ed that your Magiſtrates, ſuppoſing they ſhould pay no regard to 
the law of God, do not ſhew themſelves loyal ſubjects to their 
Sovereign, by putting a ſtop to this heaven-daring wickedneſs. 

Cit. A number of our merchants, have a notion in their heads, 
that this is beneficial to trade! But as fin is the reproach, ſo in 
the end it muſt prove the ruin of any people. 

Stran. The proſperity of fools deſtroys them. What ſhall it 
© profit a man, if he ſhould gain the whole world, and loſe his 
* own ſou]? or what ſhall a man give in exchange for his ſoul ?? 
Men may thrive in the world, and notwithſtanding, may be curf- 
ed in every thing they poſſeſs; and may attribute their ſucceſs to 
their ſuperior wiſdom to others; never thinking of God, who in 
his divine providence diſpenſeth gifts ſeverally as he will ; and 
for which all muſt render an account. | 

Cit. Very true Sir, but the ſhadows of time bulk ſo much in 
the eyes of theſe deluded men, that they negle& their - beſt in- 
\yerelts. . 7D | 

Stran. This muſt undoubtedly be the caſe of all who thus tram- 
ple upon divine authority, ſet a bad example before their do- 
meſtics, neglect the means of grace, pour contempt on the wor- 
ſhip of God, and miſpend that day which he has fet apart for 
himſelf, about the inſignificant trifles of this world; and thus do 
all in their power to obliterate the thoughts of a Supreme being 
from their own, and others minds! but alas! are they a match 
for omnipotence! 8 85 
Cit. Whatever opinion the world may form of ſuch men, they 
are undoubtedly. very bad members of ſociety ; and deſerve no 
confidence from their fellow creatures. Without the ſenſe of a 
Supreme being on the mind, and a belief that we are accounta- 
ble to him, ſociety would come to an end; and, like the beaſts 


of prey, men would devour one another, 


„ 


Stran. Let us not forſake the aſſembling of ourſelves together, 
as alas! the manner of ſome is in this place, but let us wait up- 
on the divine ordinances, expecting a bleſſing with them. 


„ „„ ye 5 w! 
Cit. Now Sir, that the forenoon ſerviee is over, I hope you 
are well pleaſed, with what you have heard? | 
Stran. Very well pleaſed Sir, and much edified ; I am glad 
you have the goſpel preached ſo clearly in its ſimplicity. _ 
© Cit, This is ground of great thankfulneſs; but alas! Sir, you 
| ſee our barrenneſs under ſuch choice means of grace. | 
Stran. What are theſe people doing at the croſs to-day, walk- 
ing about and trifling away precious time to no purpoſe, except 
drawing down judgments on themſelves, this City and Nation. 
I am ſurpriſed your Magiſtrates do not diſperſe them, and call 
them to account for their conduct to-morrow. When I was here 
laſt that laudable cuſtom was followed; why was it dropt? _ 
_ Cit. Our Magiſtrates continued this cuſtom till ſome hot-head- | 
ed fools carried the matter before the Court of Seſſion; ſome of 
whom, from affluent circumſtances, were reduced to penury ! God 
ſometimes punithes arch- rebels againſt his government, in this life, 
to ſhew that he is a God who judgeth in the earth; but he often 
delays to puniſh obſtinate ſinners here, to ſhew that he is infinite | 
in patience, and will puniſh hereafter: "4 | 
Stran. I preſume the trial you mention, happened before his 
preſent Majeſty's acceſſion to the throne ; and I queſtion much 
if the Court of Seſſion, or any Court in Britain, would in the | 
leaſt countenance Sabbath-profanation, in expreſs contradiction 
to his Majeſty*s pleaſure, and in oppoſition to the Acts of Parlia- 


ment referred to in ſaid Proclamation. And conſequently I ſhould | 


| 
| 
think it an eaſy matter for your Magiſtrates, Miniſters and El- 
ders, to ſuppreſs Sabbath. profanation. The Magiſtrates might | 
revive the good old cuſtom of watching the ſtreets on Sabbath, 
and ordering the peace officers to ſeize all diſorderly perſons, and | 
carry them to prifon ; the Miniſters alſo might revive the good | 
old cuſtom of preaching frequently againſt Sabbath-profanation z | 
and the elders have their different propertions; with which they 
muſt be well acquainted, cenſequently can be at no loſs to know, 
who under their charge profane the Sabbath ; and let all ſuch, | 
without exception, be cut off from church privileges ; and if any | 
on charity, or their children, be found profaneing the Sabbath, } 
let them be ſtruck off the poor's liſt. Theſe regulations, I am | 
perſuaded, would have the deſired effect. | 

Cit. If put in execution, I doubt not but they would; but I 1 
am afraid ſome of our Elders themſelves are guilty of walking at | 
the croſs on. Sabbath! what ſhould be done in that caſe? 


a 
Stran. The more I ſee and hear of your City, the lower it 
fioks in my eſtimation. If any of your Elders act ſo very incon- 


ſiſtently as openly to profane the Sabbath ! they certainly deſerve 
to be laid aſide from their office, and means ſhould be uſed. to re- 


claim them; but if found contumacious, they ought to be depoſ- 


ed; and others put in their place, who fear God, and live ex- 


| amplary lives. I hear your bells ringing for the afternoon ſer. 
mon, I preſume all your kirks meet at the ſame hour now? 


. Cit, Yes Sir, they do, and if you pleaſe we will be going. 
Stran. With all my heart. Pray how are there ſo many idle 


1 people ſtanding about the pillars to-day ? 


Cit. They ſeem to be chiefly from the country, and meet here 
between ſermons, to get news I ſuppoſe, and ſtand gazing at e- 


a very perſon who paſſes by. 


Stran. If they come here to join in public worſhip, they ſhould 


| employ the time between ſermons better, either by ſtaying in the 
| Kkirks and reading their Bibles, or going into places of retire- 
ment, and not ſtand publicly profaning the Sabbath. Your 
| peace-officers, might, by a word ſpeaking, diſperſe them. 


o * 6 1 * * *% * 
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Cit. 1 hope Sir, you are well pleaſed with our afternoon's ſer-. 


mon? 


Stran. Ves, very well. But alas! what crowds of idle boys | 


! and girls, I ſee diverting themſelves on the {ſtreets ! I preſume 


they have been at no kirk ; but have been profaning the Sabbath- 
during the time of public worſhip ! which is directly contrary to 
his Majeſty's Proclamation! Your Magiſtrates are certainly cul- 


|  pable in allowing this; and one ſhould think, on ſeeing your 


ſtreets juſt now, that you were in a ſtate of rebellion, and with 
delign were trampling on his Majeſty's authority! as alas! you 
are in open rebellion againſt the King of kings, and are trampling 


on the divine law, which is eternally binding on all the human 
race. 


Cit. I am perfectly aſhamed of our ſtreets juſt now; but am 


afraid you would be ſtill more ſhocked Sir, were you to go the 
length of our Green, and look into it. 


Stran. I have ſeen enough of Glaſgow, and have altered my o- 


{ pinion of it entirely ſince I met with you. There is another in- 


tolerable cuſtom, I ſee ſome at the well, and carrying.in water ! 
when I was here laſt, that would not have paſſed unpuniſhed. It 


| would be an eaſy matter for your Magiſtrates to order all your 
wells to be lock'd on Saturday night, at twelve o'clock, and open- 
ed early on Monday morning. 


Cit, Yes Sir, but they excuſe themſelves from this, incaſe fire 


| hould happen on Sabbath. 


© 23 


Stran: To prevent any inconvenience in that reſpect, one 
ſhould be appointed to keep the key of each. well who lives near 
it, and the locks, in caſe of neceſſity, might eaſily be knocked off. 
I think the bulk of the people are going down this ſtreet ; is there 
ſermon any where at this hour which they are going to? 

Cit. No Sir, they are going to the Green to walk, and throw 
away precious time that hangs heavy on their hands. 

Stran. What fools they are! they might retire and read their 
Bibles, and by the bleſſing of heaven imprave in divine know. 
ledge.——TI imagined children only had diverted themſelves on 
this day; but I ſee grown-up people of both ſexes going this 
way; I preſume theſe are the black-guards and w —, we 
heard making diſturbance laſt night, and ſuch like? | 

Cit. Perhaps they are Sir; although I cannot ſay what com- 
pany frequents the Green on Sabbath, ſeeing I have not been in 
it, on that day, theſe dozen of years. | | 

Stran. W hat crowds of young thoughtleſs creatures, I ſee di- 
verting themſelves on this day, in every corner ! How culpable 
are their parents, who in direct contradiction to their ſolemn en- 
gagements at baptiſm, to train them up in the fear of God, allow 
them thus to trample on divine authority; and it is very likely, 
are doing ſo themſelves! How unworthy church members are 
theſe! and what an account can they give to the Judge of all the 
earth, at death and the final judgment !—Have you no Sabbath 
ſchools here? No town in Britain has greater occaſion for them, 
than Glaſgow, ſeemingly. | 
Cit. No Sir, we have none; although ſeveral attempts have 
been made to have them erected here! Some well wiſhers to re- 
ligion alledge, that we have no occaſion for any, ſeeing we have 
charity ſchools already ! 


Stran. Theſe muſt be greater ſtrangers in Glaſgow, than I am; | 


— VO I eo oe 


we have a ſad proof to the contrary before our eyes; and it is a- 
ſtoniſnhing that the people here ſhould not, long before this time, 


have erected Sabbath-ſchools, which they ſee from the Newſ- 


papers, have been bleſt as a mean of great reformation among the 


lower ranks of people in London, and many towns in England; 
and the good effects of theſe are alſo appearing in Edinburgh; 
and no 2 
Cit. Some friends to humanity here have had this matter in a- 
gitation for many months paſt; but they wiſh ſome people in high 
rank to take the lead in it. b 2 3 
Stran. Not many mighty, not many noble are called.“ And it 


ewer than three of them have been erected at Aberdeen! 


is altogether in vain to think, that any will be hearty in this mat- 


ter, who are profaners of the Sabbath themſelves ; nor ſhould a- 
ny of that deſcription be aſked to join in it. I hope, from the 
appearance of people going to, and returning from the differe: : | 


INE: 
—— — * 
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kir ks here to-day, five hundred ſubſcribers may be eaſily found, 
who would chearfully contribute five ſhillings per annum, for this 


- Jaudable purpoſe ; which would raiſe a ſum ſufficient to maintain 
fe Sabbath ſchools ; at which three bundred children might be 


taught to read, and be catechiſed on Sabbath mornings and even- 
ings. And ignorant people who are advanced in life, might alſo 
be admitted to hear, and receive inſtration. EEE: 
Cit. A mõſt laudable, and neceſſary ſcheme Sir; which might 
be of more real benefit to Glaſgow, than the Infirmary now in a- 
gitation to be built here. Shall large ſums of money be ſubſcribed 
for, to maintain a houſe, where bodily ailments may be alleviat- 
ed or cured ; and will none contribute a few ſhillings to procure 
means, which, by the divine bleſſing, reſtore health to the pre- 
cious and immortal ſoul ! which is mortally wounded by ſin, and 
without knowledge, muſt periſh eternally? „„ 
Stran. Your argument has fo much weight in it, that if I am 
ſpared till to-morrow, I will uſe means to ſet on foot a ſubſcrip- 
tion for this purpoſe, and hope, bad as Glaſgow is grown, to find 


as plenty of ſubſcribers. 


Cit. We have an evening Lecture at ſix o'clock, if you pleaſe, 
we will go there; I hear the bell for that purpoſe. 

Stran. With all my heart; but I preſume you are too late, is 
not the kirk much crowded in the evening ? 

Cit. No Sir, in ſummer J have ſeen it rather thin, and in win- 


it ter, numbers of young diſorderly perſons go to make diverſion! 


and to the diſgrace of Chriſtianity, make diſturbance during the 
time of worſhip! | 
Stran. I ſhould think that might be eaſily prevented, were the 


peace- officers ordered by the Magiſtrates to- ſeize ſuch diſorderly 


perſons, carry them to priſon, and confine them till Monday, 
when they might be brought to a trial ; and if found guilty of di- 


. fturbing the worſhip of God, might be ſent to the Houſe of Cor- 
rection, publicly whipt, or branded in the hand or forehead, ac- 
cording to the degree of their crime, 


= * 5 WS * - o 
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Cit, Now Sir, our public worſhip is over, and I hope you have 


been well pleaſed with it to-day ? 


Stran. Very well pleaſed: But I am exceedingly ſhocked to ſee 
your ſtreets to night; they are as throng as any night in the week! 
alas! what a change ſince I was here laſt ! when no perſon was 
allowed to ſtroll about idly on Sabbath ; and if ſtrangers would 
venture out, the Magiſtrates and Elders, who were watching, 
aſked any they ſaw profaning the Sabbath what they were abour, 


1 and ordered them home to their quarters, To what a height did 
the zeal of all ranks rife here then, for the glory of God, and 


83 
good of their fellow creatures! And Glaſgow was famous in Eu- 
rope and America, for Sabbath - ſanctification! but now your fall 
is as great, and were your degeneracy and apoſtacy really known, 
you would become a by-word, and a hiſſing among the nations 
around you. I think you told me juſt now that public worſhip 
was over here, pray then what is the meaning of light in theſe 
large windows? is not that a place of worſhip ? 1 

Cit, No Sir, that is our Tontine Coffee-houſe. | f 

Stran. And pray what are people doing there this evening? 

Cit I am quite aſhamed to inform you Sir. 5 | 

Stran. It is unlawful to tranſa& buſineſs on this day, both by 
the laws of God and man: for what end then do any meet there 
to-night 7 * | 5 985 

Cit. Thoſe who frequent that houſe, not only meet at night; 
bur alſo through the day ! | 3 

Stran And pray how are they employed? I muſt know that? 

Cit. 1 underſtand Sir, that they are chiefly employed in read- 
ing Newſpapers, and talking nonſenſe ! and that even during 
the time of public worſhip ! . | : 
Stran. And is this known to your Magiſtrates ? it is aſtoniſh- 

ing that they allow a company of poor wretches, thus openly 
to profane the Sabbath, during the time of public worſhip ; 
and I am ſurpriſed that the virtuous inhabitants here do not 
complain of this to his Majeſty, and get that ſynagogue of Sa- 
tan ſhut up on Sabbath. O! the deviliſh effrontery of theſe 
blinded fools! | 

Cit. You ſeem to be warm on this ſabje& Sir; and I muſt con- 
feſs that tranſport is temper here; for I never reflect on thoſe 
who frequent that place on Sabbath, but with the height of in- 
dignation, and moſt ſovereign contempt. However, they do not 
open the fore door of the Tontine on this day; but have a back 
door they enter in, and go out by. 5 i 5 | 

Stran. And do they imagine to hide their wickedneſs from an 
omniſcient God, who knows their thoughts afar off, and will bring 
their every thought, word and action into judgment, before an 
aſſembled world of angels and men, another day !—I have done 
with Glaſgow ; I never travelled a foot breadth on Sabbath in my 
life before; but this night I am under the diſagreeable neceſſity 
of leaving this wicked, abandoned City. 

— Cit. Dear Sir, pray remember your promiſe of ſetting on foot 
a ſubſcription here to-morrow for Sabbath ſchools; you mult not, 
therefore, leave this place to-night. 

Stran. Sabbath ſchools ! I deſpairof ever hearing that ſuch 
ſchools are erected here! If any look to thoſe wha now, or ſhall 
hereafter attend the Tontine on Sabbath, to take the lead in this 
matter, they may wait from age to age, till the laſt trumpet 
ſounds. Farewell. a | 


leave us. 


'arm to take hold of him, I ſtruck my hand againſt a table ſtand- ; 


dency to encourage virtue, and put vice to the bluſh,. the public 
are welcome to them. 2 = 
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Cit. My dear Sir, I beg you would conſider that by leaving 
this place to-night, you will join the wicked crew, who profane 
the Sabbath, by unneceſlary travelling! you muſt not therefore 


Thus preſſing this good man to ſtay, and ſtretching out my 


ing before me, which awaked me out of ſleep! The above thoughts, 
perhaps, have occurred a thouſand times to every thinking per- 
ſon in Glaſgow ; notwithſtanding, if they can have the leaſt ten- 
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| Y harp untun'd, and laid aſide, ; | 

(To cheerful hours the harp belongs) % 

„ 7 : 

© Come, ſing us one of Zion's ſongs.” 
Alas ! when ſinners blindly bold, 

At Zion ſcoff, and Zion's Kingz _ 
When zeal declines and love grows cold, 
Is this a day for me to ſing? ? 


Time was, whene'er the ſaints I met, 

With jey and praiſe my boſom glow'd ; 
But now, like Eli, ſad I fit, _ e ee Þ 
And tremble for the ark of GOD. ET 4 - 
While thus to grief my ſoul gave way, OY 
To ſee the — of GOD decline wb 
Methought I heard my Saviour ſay, 

© Diſmiſs thy tears the ark is mine. 


« Tho? for a time I hide my face, 
« Rely upon my love and pow'r: 
cc Still wreſtle at a throne of grace, 
« And wait for a reviving hour. 


& Take down thy long neglected harp, | 

% I've ſeen thy tears, and heard thy pray'r, - 

£ The winter ſeaſon has been ſharp, _ 
„But ſpring ſhall all its waſtes repair.“ 

LORD, I obey, my hopes revive, 

Come join with me, ye ſaints and ſing; 

Our foes in vain againſt us ſtrive, | 

For GOD will help and healing bring. NEWTON. 
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